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Students eager to show 
off technology 

By MERANDA WATLING 
mwatling@journalandcourier.com  

Nick Cochran zooms in on a 3-D model of the former 
Jefferson High School building on his computer.  

The senior at Jefferson has created the model in a 
software program called Bryce as a project for his art 
class.  

Cochran, along with about a dozen Jefferson High 
School students and teachers, will join 15 other Indiana 
schools at the Statehouse today to display how they're 
using technology in their classes.  

The students will be a part of "Rotunda Day," where 
schools show off their work for legislators. Many of the 
projects they will display are funded in part by the 
government.  

"Part of it is to make sure we demonstrate to legislators 
how technology is being used in schools and to 
encourage them to keep funding it," Jeff principal Glade 
Montgomery said.  

The day's theme is "Indiana's Future: Under 
Construction," and it is sponsored by Buddy2, an 
organization funded by the Indiana General Assembly 
that helps schools develop technology projects.  

"I hope to show people that what we do is more than 
just sit at a computer and work," Cochran said. "What 
we're doing will help us learn practical skills to use."  

 E-mail this article   Printable version  

(By John Terhune/Journal & Courier) 
Nick Cochran works on a computer graphics program 
Tuesday. Cochran, a senior, says the computer skills he 
is learning now will serve him well next fall when he 
goes to college.

The schools on display 
Fifteen schools from across Indiana have been chosen to 
showcase technology projects for legislators at the Indiana 
Statehouse in Indianapolis from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. today. 
 
 
Lafayette-area schools include: 
 
 
Jefferson High School students will show off projects 
including music composed and created by students, art 
designed by students using a computer and design 
software, plans for projects engineering students are 
developing, and the plans and photos of the robot the 
school's FIRST Robotics team is building for competition 
this spring. 
 
 
South Newton Elementary School students will use a 
Power-Point slideshow and display the school's Buddy 
Project Web site, which is used by students and parents to 
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For Cochran, those computer skills will come in handy 
as he hopes to head to Savannah College of Art and 
Design next fall for a major in sound design.  

Other computer arts students' work also will be on 
display in a slideshow. And students will demonstrate 
programs they've learned, such as Adobe Photoshop 
and Corel Painter. 
 

Jefferson students also will demonstrate how they have 
used technology in the school's music lab to create music 
and learn about musical structure.  

Students in the school's Project Lead the Way pre
engineering program will display some of the work they've 
done in class, as well as some of the work the school's 
FIRST Robotics team has done.  

Senior Curt Studebaker, a member of the FIRST 
Robotics team, said he's always been interested in 

engineering. Building a robot has been a hands-on way to use what he's learned in his classes.  

"We get to show what we've been working on for so long," Studebaker said. "This is a good chance to show 
legislators why they should fund programs like this. It's an experience you just can't get in a classroom." 

Montgomery said he believes Jefferson utilizes technology more than most high schools.  

"Virtually every job these days deals with technology, whether it's how to operate a cash register or just word 
processing skills," Montgomery said. "If we truly want to prepare our kids, we have to expose our kids to 
technology."  
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make technology part of their class and home life.
 
 
South Newton High School students will present several 
projects, including a multimedia scrapbook and a program 
developed by agriculture students to help farmers 
determine precisely how much fertilizer and chemicals their 
land needs. 
 
 
Tuttle Middle Schoolstudents will present two projects: an 
interactive CD seventh-graders developed about the Sugar 
Creek Watershed and a display about electricity they 
developed for the Montgomery County library.
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